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People’s Republic of China Donates 30 Containerized Isolation Rooms to the FSM; 10 for 

Pohnpei, 12 for Chuuk, 4 for Yap, and 4 for Kosrae 

 

PALIKIR, Pohnpei—On October 16th, 2020, the Honorable Kandhi A. Elieisar, Secretary of the 

Department of Foreign Affairs in the Government of the Federated States of Micronesia (FSM), and 

the Honorable Livingston A. Taulung, Secretary of the Department of Health & Social Affairs, 

joined His Excellency Huang Zheng, Ambassador of the People’s Republic of China (China), in a 

formal handover ceremony for the Nation’s receipt of thirty (30) containerized isolation units. The 

isolation units are intended to hold individuals who are either persons under investigation for 

COVID-19 or confirmed cases thereof.  

 

From the outside, the isolation units have the appearance of an appropriately eye-catching 

standardized shipping container. Internally, the isolation units offer accommodations consistent with 

quality hotel rooms, including comfortable bedding, powerful air-conditioning, and hot water. Each 

isolation unit uses standardized fabrication components, with modular doors and windows built 

through a mechanized assembly process. Comprehensive electromechanical wiring and FSM-specific 

customization will help ensure that, in the event the Nation receives a potential case of COVID-19, 

that the suspected individual is simultaneously treated with both the safety of the public and their 

own dignity in mind. 

 

It is the intent of the Government that the isolation units be equitably shared across the Nation. As 

such, Pohnpei State will receive ten units; Chuuk State will receive twelve units; Kosrae State will 

receive four units; and Yap State will receive four units. 

 

Ambassador Huang spoke about how COVID-19 is a common threat to the human race, and that 

assisting the FSM in combatting the virus is consistent with China Aid’s fundamental principles of 

equality, mutual benefit, openness, and sustainability. 

 

Secretary Taulung remarked in his statements about the Nation’s sincere appreciation for the 

isolation units, noting that when the Nation’s travel restrictions first began on January 31st, 2020, 

that the FSM had four isolation rooms in total. 

 

“We are grateful to the assistance we receive from our development partners, which are invaluable 

to us,” Secretary Taulung said. “These isolation units are a monumental accomplishment for all of 



us. I extend our utmost appreciation to you, Ambassador Huang, and to all of you who work so 

tirelessly to prepare the FSM for repatriation of its citizens stranded abroad whilst retaining our 

COVID-19 free status.” 

 

Pictured Above (L→R): T.H. Kandhi Elieisar, Secretary of the Department of Foreign Affairs; Mr. 
Dickson Wichep, Assistant Secretary at the Department of Transportation, Communication, & 

Infrastructure; T.H. Feliciano Perman, Lieutenant Governor of Pohnpei State; T.H. Livingston A. 
Taulung, Secretary of the Department of Health & Social Affairs; T.H. Ferny S. Perman, Chair of 

the Congressional Committee on Health & Social Affairs; H.E. Huang Zheng, Ambassador of China 
to the FSM; Mr. Jacky Feng, Project Manager at China Construction Science & Industry 

Corporation Ltd 



 

Pictured Above: An isolation unit’s interior 

 

 



 

Pictured Above: Secretary Elieisar poses with Ambassador Huang and Project Manager Feng at an 
isolation unit’s window, adjacent to its bathroom 

 



 

Pictured Above: Secretary Elieisar and Secretary Taulung smile after briefly exchanging remarks to 
each other about how the Nation’s capacity to address the COVID-19 Pandemic has exponentially 

soared 

 



 

Pictured Above: Secretary Elieisar signs on behalf of the FSM to formally accept the handover of 
the thirty isolation units 

 

 

Pictured Above: Secretary Elieisar hands Lt. Governor Perman a miniature isolation unit 



 

 

 

Pictured Above: Deputy Assistant Secretary Adam Caldwell from the Department of Foreign 
Affairs dutifully captures images for the Nation’s record-keeping 

 

 

 



 

Pictured Above: The view from the isolation units at Dekehtik 


