The President

@alikir, Pohnpet
Federated States of Micronesia

PRESIDENTIAL PROCLAMATION
IN HONOR OF THE LATE FORMER PRESIDENT JOHN RICHARD HAGLELGAM

WHEREAS, it is with profound sadness that [ officially announce the untimely passing of
the late former President John Richard Haglelgam, second president of the Federated States of
Micronesia;

WHEREAS the former President John Richard Haglelgam passed away on September 12,
2024 in Honolulu, Hawaii, leaving behind a great legacy of many years of distinguished public
service as a leader of this nation and as an educator;

WHEREAS, John Richard Haglelgam was born on August 10, 1949, on the island of
Eauripik in Yap State. He began his formal education at Eauripik Elementary School and continued
at the Outer Islands High School in Ulithi, Yap State, from 1964 to 1968. He was awarded an AFS
scholarship that allowed him to complete his senior year at Beaverton High School in Beaverton,
Oregon, from which he graduated in 1969; and

WHEREAS, following his high school graduation, John Richard Haglelgam enrolled at the
University of Hawaii, where he earned a Bachelor of Arts degree in Political Science in 1973. He
then pursued further education at Willamette University College of Law in Salem, Oregon, for one
year before returning to Micronesia to run for public office; and

WHEREAS, in 1974, John Richard Haglelgam began his distinguished career in public
service when he was elected to the House of Representatives of the Congress of Micronesia,
representing the Outer Islands of Yap. During this period, he continued his education and received
a Master of Arts degree in Political Science from the University of Hawaii in 1977; and

WHEREAS, John Richard Haglelgam served in the Congress of Micronesia until the
ratification of the FSM Constitution in 1978. Following the adoption of the Constitution, he was a
member of the Interim Congress until the first election of the Congress of the Federated States of
Micronesia in 1979; and

WHEREAS, John Richard Haglelgam was elected to the first FSM Congress in 1979,
where he served two consecutive terms. During his second term, he held the prestigious position
of Floor Leader; and

WHEREAS, on May 12, 1987, John Richard Haglelgam was elected by the Fifth FSM
Congress to serve as the second President of the Federated States of Micronesia, a position he held
until 1991. During his Presidency, he provided invaluable leadership and vision during the
formative years of the Nation; and

WHEREAS, after completing his term as President, John Richard Haglelgam transitioned
into academia. In 1991, he became an instructor in the Division of Social Science at the National
Campus of the College of Micronesia-FSM. His contributions to education were recognized when
he was appointed Regent Professor by the College’s Board of Regents; and
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WHEREAS, furthering his commitment to public service and leadership, John Richard
Haglelgam attended Harvard Kennedy School, where he earned a Master’s degree in Public
Administration (MPA) in 1993; and

WHEREAS, the Nation is eternally grateful for John Richard Haglelgam’s lifelong
dedication to public service, both as a leader and educator. His contributions extended beyond Yap
State to the entire Federated States of Micronesia, and his impact was felt during both the
Trusteeship era and the early years of the Nation’s independence; and

WHEREAS, John Richard Haglelgam was known not only for his leadership and integrity
but also for his deep commitment to nation-building, the protection of civil rights, and ensuring
justice for all people without discrimination. He will be remembered as a selfless servant of the
people who devoted his life to the betterment of the Nation; and

WHEREAS, the passing of former President John Richard Haglelgam is an immeasurable
loss to the Nation. His legacy will live on in the hearts and minds of all who knew him, and he will
be remembered not only for his accomplishments but also for his kindness and humanity. This
Proclamation extends the deepest condolences of the entire Nation to the former First Lady, his
son, daughter, granddaughter, family, friends, and colleagues; and

NOW, THEREFORE, 1, Wesley W. Simina, President of the Federated States of
Micronesia, do hereby proclaim a national mourning period in honor of the late former President
John Richard Haglelgam, commencing on October 14, 2024, or upon the arrival of his remains in
the FSM. The National Flag of the Federated States of Micronesia shall be flown at half-mast, and
in recognition of the special arrangements for transporting his remains from Hawaii to Pohnpei
State and then to his final resting place in Chuuk State, the FSM flag shall remain at half-mast for
three consecutive days following his interment. A State Funeral will be held in honor of the late
President John Richard Haglelgam on October 14, 2024 at the FSM Congress Chambers at 2:00
PM.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have set my hand this L’ th day of October 2024, in Palikir,

Pohnpei.
S
Kesley W. Simir
President




